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Other courses of interest
Medicine �89

Animal Science 	 �163

Agricultural Science	 �160

Biomedical, Health & Life Sciences 	 �92

“I have enjoyed every minute of my five years  
studying Veterinary Medicine in UCD. I knew 
I would enjoy the content of the course as 
I had always wanted to be a vet. But it was 
the people in this faculty and the sense of 
community felt here that will make me think 
of the past five years fondly. 
I have met some incredible people during my 
time here – from equine surgeons in Boston 
to sheep farmers in Louth. I have developed 
huge confidence as a result of the practical 
elements of this course. ”

Liz Gray Student
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Negotiated Programmes

Why is this course for me? 
This programme will educate you to the 
best international standards in veterinary 
medicine. To work as a vet in the Republic  
of Ireland you must have a degree in 
Veterinary Medicine, which is registered
by the Veterinary Council of Ireland. UCD’s
Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine (MVB) is 
Ireland’s only such degree. The veterinary 
profession is concerned with the promotion  
of the health and welfare of animals of 
special importance to society. This involves 
the care of healthy and sick animals,  
the prevention, recognition, control and 
treatment of their diseases and of diseases 
transmitted from animals to man, and  
the welfare and productivity of livestock.

What will I study?
This programme will prepare you for entry 
into any branch of the profession, with 
specific hands-on work and clinical cases  
in fifth year. The course structure is:

First & Second Year 
Normal Animal Structure & Function ¬ 
Animal Husbandry & Welfare ¬ Animal 
Handling & Animal Experience

Third & Fourth Year 
Pathobiological Sciences ¬ Medicine ¬ 
Surgery ¬ Therapeutics ¬ Herd Health ¬ 
Epidemiology ¬ Veterinary Public Health

Fifth Year
Clinical rotations in the UCD Veterinary 
Hospital (see Year 5 in model opposite) ¬ 
Elective studies ¬ Clinical experience

During the first four years, students spend 
an average of 40 hours per week attending 
lectures, tutorials and practicals, with some 
practicals taking place at Lyons Research 
Farm. During the final year, clinical rotations 
take place mainly in the UCD Veterinary 
Hospital and can involve early mornings and 
some late-night work. Students are also 
expected to undertake independent study.

A combination of end-of-semester written,
practical and competency examinations, 
along with continuous assessment during 
term, is used throughout the programme.

Career & Graduate Study Opportunities
You can work in mixed, small animal, 
farm animal or equine practice. You may 
also obtain further specialist clinical 
qualifications. Beyond clinical practice, 
veterinarians play an important role in the 
protection of public health, in research into 
diseases of animals and man, and in other 
areas such as conservation and wildlife 
protection. While most graduates work in 
clinical practice, increasing numbers pursue
research in public service or private sector 
research. This reflects the important role  
of the veterinarian in animal health control 
and consumer protection. At present there 
is almost complete employment  
for veterinary graduates.

International Study Opportunities 
Many students choose to obtain part of their 
extramural experience abroad, in veterinary 
hospitals or other veterinary schools. The 
high standing and international recognition 
of Veterinary Medicine at UCD ensures 
that they are readily accepted for such 
placements.

CAO Points Range 2014 575 — 625

Length of Course 5 Years

Places 80

Entry Requirements
English ¬ Irish ¬ A third language ¬ 
Mathematics ¬ Chemistry (Min HC3 in LC or 
equivalent) ¬ One other recognised subject

Please note: Biology at Leaving Certificate  
is not required but it is strongly 
recommended

Leaving Certificate
Passes in six subjects including those shown 
above, of which two must be minimum HC3 

A-Level/GCSE
See www.ucd.ie/myucd/alevel

Other EU Applicants 
see www.ucd.ie/myucd/eu

Non-EU Applicants 
see www.ucd.ie/myucd/noneu

Level 5/6 FETAC Entry Routes
None

Level 6/7 Progression Routes
None

Mature Entry Route 
None

Special Entry Recommendation
Applicants for Veterinary Medicine are strongly 
recommended to get some experience (two 
weeks suggested) with animals in such settings 
as farms, veterinary practices and animal 
shelters. This is likely to become a requirement 
for application from 2017 (subject to approval).

CAO Code DN300

MVB (Hons) (NFQ Level 8)

Veterinary 
Medicine 
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