UCD Veterinary Medicine
“Having wanted to be a veterinarian for as long
as I can remember, deciding to study veterinary
medicine as a graduate entry student was a big
decision. Before choosing UCD, I spent a lot of
time visiting universities and evaluating course
options. Looking back, I’m glad that I picked
UCD as it exceeded my expectations.
Studying Veterinary Medicine at UCD
was engaging, and provided me with all
the knowledge and skills I needed to feel
conﬁdent in clinical practice after graduation.
I was constantly impressed with the strong
community spirit, and sense of belonging
at UCD. The lecturers and other faculty
members were friendly, approachable and
genuinely interested in developing students’
clinical knowledge and future careers. I would
recommend UCD to anyone considering
studying veterinary medicine.”
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Veterinary Medicine
[Graduate Entry] VTS3
Length of Course 4 Years
Guideline Entry Requirements
The 4 year graduate entry programme is
open to applicants who hold or are expected
to hold an honours degree in a biological /
biomedical / animal science discipline with
a CGPA of 3.0/4.0 or above [or equivalent]
For full details about the application
and assessment procedures, including
information about pre-requisites, please
refer to the UCD School of Veterinary
Medicine website: www.ucd.ie/vetmed
International Foundation Year
No

Why is this course for me?
With so much competition for entry to
Veterinary Medicine from school leavers,
many candidates with the necessary
aptitude and attitude required to develop
productive, professional careers in this area
are unable to secure a place. By increasing
the number of places available to graduates
with appropriate prior learning, and by
providing a tailor-made programme over
four years for graduate entrants, we have
increased student diversity and provided
enhanced opportunities for entry.
To apply for this four-year programme, you
must have completed a degree in biological,
biomedical or animal sciences before entry
into the programme. This graduate entry
programme is designed to educate future
veterinarians to the best international
standards in veterinary medicine and to
prepare them for careers in professional
work, research and public service.
Clinical rotations take place primarily
in the UCD Veterinary Hospital in Belﬁeld,
which receives a range of pet species,
farm animals and horses.
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What will I study?
The programme is organised over four years.
In ﬁrst year, students will build on their
knowledge of the basic biological sciences.
You’ll take modules which demonstrate how
this knowledge is applied in the practice
of veterinary medicine, and gain a ﬁrm
grounding in animal welfare, behaviour and
handling. A key objective will be to ensure
that you have the required knowledge, skills
and competencies to progress to second
year. Between second and fourth year, you’ll
take combined modules with students
taking the DN300 degree in Veterinary
Medicine.

Eligibility Criteria
This programme is suitable for graduates
with a biological sciences background who
wish to obtain a degree enabling them
to practice as a veterinarian. The degree
is accredited/approved by the American
Veterinary Medical Association Council on
Education, the European Association of
Establishments in Veterinary Education, and
the Veterinary Council of Ireland.
To apply for this four-year programme you
must have completed an honours degree
in biological, biomedical or animal sciences
before entry into the programme. This
graduate entry programme is designed
to educate future veterinarians to the
best standards in veterinary medicine
and to prepare them for careers in
professional work, research and public
service. For speciﬁc entry requirements,
please visit www.ucd.ie/vetmed/study/
internationalstudents
Career & Graduate Study Opportunities
You can work in mixed, small animal,
farm animal or equine practice. You may
also obtain further specialist clinical
qualiﬁcations. Beyond clinical practice,
veterinarians play an important role in
the protection of public health, in research
into diseases of animals and man, and in
other areas, such as conservation and
wildlife protection. While most graduates
work in clinical practice, increasing numbers
pursue research in public service or
private sector research. This reﬂects the
important role of the veterinarian in animal
health control and consumer protection.
At present, there is almost complete
employment for veterinary graduates.
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